RIVER DISTRICT DESIGN COMMISSION
MEETING OF
March 11, 2021
Members Present
Courtney Nicholas
Andrew Hessler
Peyton Keesee
Adam Jones

Members Absent
George Davis
R.J. Lackey
John Ranson

Staff
Lisa Jones
Doug Plachcinski
Clarke Whitfield

Mr. Davis called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
ITEMS FOR PUBLIC HEARING
1. Certificate of Appropriateness Request PLRDD 2021-88 to install fiber art
at various entrances and along the Riverwalk by the Danville Museum of
Fine Arts and History in partnership with the City of Danville.
Mr. Keesee opened the Public Hearing.
Present on behalf of this request was Elsabe Dixon, who stated I am the Executive
Director of the Danville Museum of Fine Art and History. I would like to thank the
Commission for giving me this opportunity to present this program. It is a yarn bonding
that we are proposing for the River District. The focus being the River District would be
good because we can make this yarn bonding visible from both sides, at the present we
have the entire Danville knitting already. I have just spoken to Goodwill and they will be
supplying recycled sweaters towards this program. We have got a Commission for the
Art’s grant pending as well. I do have some Smithsonian Art in restores that are
currently because of Covid-19 out of work that are willing to come and put this exhibition
up for us in July. Right now like I said we are just doing community outreach and we are
working with small diverse groups. Our main scopes are Parks and Rec, the Chamber,
who allowed us to get our first grant which is an advertising grant of $10,000 from the
Virginia Tourism History, and we have got a recent local grant of $7,000 to supplement
that local advertising as well. This is a big campaign and we are super excited about it. I
took a walk with Ranee Brown from Parks and Rec and we walked the River District
with Kristin as well with the River District Association and Sonja from the Dan River
Basin Association. We are trying to work with other organizations so this is a program
that we can monitor on all fronts. The map that you see at present is all the little spots
and basically what we would be aiming at would be picnic area and if you take a look at
your very last page it actually has photographs of what these picnic tables might look
like, what trees might look like. We have sort of have targeted trees along the River
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Walk. There are some very specific areas in the River District that we want to yarn
bomb. The first is the Worsham Bridge entrance and what we will be focusing on is the
River District, and all the entry ways to the River Walk. In the River District itself, there is
the Worsham Bridge entrance to the River Walk and there is of course the Carrington
Pavilion entrance from the River Walk. So everyone coming in from the Farmer’s Market
will be able to enter it. We have also targeted the flag poles outside the DRF and the
Averett building. What we are planning to do is give all these different knitting groups a
site they can then participate in. We also targeted, which is not in here, the garage on
the corner of Patton and Bridge, it has a post box and wonderful pillars that could be
covered with yarn. What this project does is it draws attention in a big way. We already
have a wonderful ad in one of the best magazines of Virginia. What it does it puts a spot
light on Danville and this is a very large Virginia is for Lovers Campaign. This is a very
large entry and there will be a lot of eyes on Danville during this time installation. We will
be knitting from now until June and then from July to September we are installing and
like I said, we already have our stores, our artist, and our knitting groups. I don’t know
how to sell this other than saying that it can involve everybody. There is not one group
that can be left out of this.
Mr. Jones stated what is the reason for moving it from the roof to the ground?
Ms. Dixon state we are super excited about this and we hope that you like this idea as
much as everybody else. The City seems to like it, and as much as the knitters that are
coming, and the crochet people that are currently involved.
Mr. Jones stated Ms. Dixon so I’m clear with the different points on the map from let’s
say 1 to 24. Am I clear that say somebody might have section 1 geared towards a
certain charity and they would do it their way, and have a sign out front for that
particular group. Then as you are going down the trail different group have different
sections. Am I correct?
Ms. Dixon stated right. They would have a hand in the color that they use for instance.
There is another thing the Martin Luther Bridge has all these lamp posts and the City of
Danville Flag Pole is red, dark blue and white. Our suggestion is for instance with that
specific area we would only use those colors to be dyed in a very synced way. This is a
yarn bombing and it’s colorful, anything goes but there is a design behind it. It is easy to
take down but it’s not that easy to put up. There is going to be a concern and effort to
put it up and like I said the Smithsonian stores will come in very handy once July hits.
Every group has authority over their specific site and we will have other stores go
through to make sure that it is neat, tidy and that it looks the way it is supposed to look.
Mr. Jones stated and this is a 3 month window?
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Ms. Dixon stated it’s a 3 month window. It opens in July 4th and closes September 28. It
is supposed to be an outdoor event that is good for everybody and we hope to bring a
lot of people into town because of this.
Mr. Keesee closed the Public Hearing.
Mr. Hessler stated no pressure but I did see the flyer this morning and this has already
been handed out to all of rotary in town. No pressure, in addition to this advertisement
too.
Mr. Jones stated I kind of like the idea and I think it is neat. I have never seen anything
like a yarn bombing before and this is the first that I have heard of it. I think it is
obviously big in other places.
Ms. Nicholas stated if you go to the museum right behind the museum there is a tree
that has already been yarn bombed. You can see that it’s the tree that’s in the handout.
My daughter, that is her favorite thing in the whole City of Danville.
Mr. Jones stated I think it will do what it is designed to do, that is to bring attention, give
some pop, and I like that it is a 3 month window so we can see how the community
responds.
Mr. Jones made a motion that it meets guidelines as presented and to issue a
Certificate of Appropriateness to install the fibers and according to the protocol
which we have for the River District. Mr. Hessler seconded the motion. The
motion was approved by a 3-0-1 vote. (Ms. Nicholas abstained)
2. Certificate of Appropriateness Request PLRDD2021-90 at 410-412 Lynn Street

for façade improvements and signage by Lavinder Group.
Mr. Keesee opened the Public Hearing.
Mr. Mark Lavinder stated I am with Lavinder Group. The brick stuff, I came in a few
months back to get approval on painting the brick white. It is just white paint on the brick
and everything else is going to be black. Doors, windows, black frame, awnings, lights,
and the lettering is black. It will only say Lavinder Group and not Associates.
Ms. Nicholas stated are you going to have the extending sign with the LGA and the
window sign?
Mr. Lavinder stated we will have some window signs but not the extending signs or logo
on the right. It will be simple more like what I just passed out.
Ms. Nicholas stated with it just being this to Lavinder Group, if they include window sign
there does that still in terms of hit the square footage requirements?
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Mr. Plachcinski stated it will.
Mr. Keese stated are you just going to have one entrance to your building?
Mr. Lavinder stated this is just the one side of our building. We have the other side that
another business is going in there.
Mr. Keese stated do you have a picture of what is going there?
Mr. Lavinder stated that is not our business and we are not painting the brick on that
side. They will have to come to get the signage approved.
Mr. Keesee closed the Public Hearing.
Ms. Nicholas made a motion that the River District Design Commission grants a
Certificate of Appropriateness to request PLRDD2021-90 at 410-412 Lynn Street
for façade improvements and signage by Lavinder Group with the condition that
the proposed signage does not exceed the maximum size allowed under RDDC
guidelines. Mr. Jones seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0
vote.
3. Certificate of Appropriateness Request PLRDD2021-92 at 401 Bridge Street for

signage by Blue Moon Tattoo.
Mr. Keesee opened the Public Hearing.

Present on behalf of this request was George Perdue who stated I do have a rendering.
It has been reduced down a little bit from what was presented. We did reduce the sign
down a little bit after talking to the owner of the business. It seemed to be appropriate to
bring it down just a little bit to 45 by 52.4 inches. We kept the sign simple and the color
will be more like the color that you have.
Ms. Nicholas stated so it will only be that one sign?
Mr. Perdue stated yes.
Ms. Nicholas stated what material will it be?
Mr. Perdue stated it will be dyed cut and wrapped. It will probably going to be aluminum
type.
Mr. Keesee closed the Public Hearing.
Mr. Jones made to motion to issue a Certificate of Appropriateness to be granted
for request PLRDD2021-92 at 401 Bridge Street for signage by Blue Moon Tattoo.
Mr. Hessler seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote.
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Ms. Nicholas made a motion to amend the agenda by adding those two items. Mr.
Hessler seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote.
4. Certificate of Appropriateness Request PLRDD-2021-96 at 543 Main Street to

add signage.
Mr. Keesee opened the Public Hearing.
Present on behalf of this request was Susan Moss and Landon Moss, who stated we
are opening up a business at 543 Main Street. On the hand out you will see what our
proposal sign design is and it will be a 3 by 6 sign with the name of our company
“HUEF” which stands for Head up Eyes Forward. The second picture is where the
proposed sign placement will be on the building.
Ms. Nicholas stated what materials will be used for the sign?
Ms. Moss stated the sign will be aluminum with a vinyl wrap. There will be a smaller
sign inside of the window.
Ms. Nicholas stated is there any kind of illumination?
Mr. Moss stated no.
Mr. Keesee stated what do you do there? You sell clothes?
Ms. Moss stated we will be selling apparel like hiking, athletic wear, tee shirts and
maybe some other good stuff that we come up with.
Mr. Keesee stated where are you from?
Ms. Moss stated I grew up in Danville and moved away and decided to come back here.
We lived in Winston Salem for most of my kids’ growing up lives. Then the boys moved
to Colorado and so now we are back.
Mr. Keesee stated great and we are glad to have you back.
Mr. Jones stated only the HUEF is going on the building?
Ms. Moss stated that is correct.
Mr. Jones stated the little guy with the hat is not attached to that?
Ms. Moss stated it is not attached to that. There is a logo sign that you can’t see
because it is inside the window on the wall. That is the original logo that we have right
there on the page.
Ms. Nicholas stated do you have any plans to add any signage to the windows?
Ms. Moss stated so you guys might have to educate me on what that really means.
Ms. Nicholas stated there is a certain amount of signage allowed per square footage.
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Ms. Moss stated there is no sign per say but we did put a decal of a mountain on the
bottom of the window for effect because we are a hiking company. I don’t know is that
considered a sign?
Mr. Plachcinski stated I have not reviewed this before the meeting. Is this already on the
window?
Ms. Moss stated yes, so I may either have to remove it or ask for forgiveness. I’m not
sure.
Mr. Keesee stated just ask for forgiveness.
Mr. Whitfield stated if I was you I would add that as an amendment to the application
Ms. Moss stated I will send you a picture, Doug.
Mr. Plachcinski stated as long as we have documentation.
Mr. Keesee closed the Public Hearing.
Ms. Nicholas made a motion that the River District Design Committee approve
Certificate of Appropriateness request PLRDD2021-96 for signage at 543 Main
Street perusing that all signage including any signage added to the windows
meets the square foot maximum size allowed as decided with the help of
Planning Director. Mr. Keesee seconded the motion. The motion was approved by
a 4-0 vote.
5. Certificate of Appropriateness Request PLRDD-2021-97 to place a 3’ x 6’ vinyl

sign along the front of the lot facing Spring Street.
Present on behalf of this request was Ron Ford, who stated if you have any questions.
Mr. Hessler stated is this a temporary sign?
Mr. Ford stated our plan is to leave it until it leases. If it is a year before it leases then
we will take it down in a year.
Mr. Hessler stated wouldn’t it have to be reinstated after a certain amount of time? Is it 6
months or 12 months?
Ms. Nicholas stated I thought we usually set the time.
Mr. Plachcinski stated I think last time it was set at a year.
Ms. Nicholas stated where would the sign be placed?
Mr. Ford stated where the outdoor patio area is going on the side of the building. It will
be in the ground with two posts right in front of the lot.
Mr. Hessler stated so the open space where the future patio would be?
Mr. Ford stated correct.
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Ms. Nicholas stated street facing then, sideways or up against it?
Mr. Ford stated street facing side.
Mr. Keesee closed the Public Hearing.
Ms. Nicholas made a motion that River District Design Commission approve a
Certificate of Appropriateness for request PLRDD 2021-97 at 510 Spring Street in
order to allow a placement of a 3’ by 6’ vinyl sign standing along the front of the
lot facing Spring Street for the time period of 1 year. Mr. Keesee seconded the
motion. The motion was approved by a 4-0 vote.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The January 14, 2021 minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m.
_____________________________
Approved By:
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